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The undersigned organizations appreciate the opportunity to comment on the California
Climate Action Registry's (CCAR) Revised Forest Project Protocol, Draft. The members
of the undersigned organizations represent more than 100 private owners who
collectively provide long-term sustainable management of millions acres of forestlands in
California and the rest of the United States.
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National Alliance of Forest Owners (www.nafoalliance.org) is a national trade association
representing 74 million acres of private timberland in 47 states. Our mission is to protect and
enhance economic and environmental values of privately-owned forests.

Oregon Forest Industries Council (www.ofic.com) is a trade association representing over 50
large private forest landowners and manufacturing facilities in Oregon State that works to
promote a reliable timber supply and a stable business environment while maintaining forest
productivity and environmental values. Our members represent roughly 5 million acres of
forestland.

Washington Forest Protection Association (www.wfpa,org) is a trade association representing
private forest landowners in Washington State. Our members are large and small companies,
individuals and families who grow, harvest and re-grow trees on more than 4 million acres.



Forestland Owners Comments

RE: CCAR Draft Revised Forest Project Protocol, December 20, 2008
January 19, 2009

Page 2 of 25

Our organizations appreciate the opportunity to comment on the California Climate Action
Registry’s (CCAR) Revised Forest Project Protocol, Drafi. We represent more than 100 private
owners who collectively provide long-term sustainable management of over 100 million acres of
forestlands in California and the rest of the United States. Their operations represent
approximately 25% of privately owned forestlands and about 12% of all forestlands in the nation.

We believe that sustainably managed forests and harvested wood products should be a recognized
component of any climate change initiative. Privately owned forests, and the products derived
from them, are a significant portion of the California economy, and the nation’s as a whole. More
importantly, they provide many climate-change related benefits that we believe should be fully
recognized and incorporated into any forest project protocol.

Sustainably managed forests maintain their stocks of carbon sequestered from the atmosphere by
the natural process of photosynthesis. Even when trees are harvested, many wood products have
very long lives, further extending the sequestration of carbon dioxide in wood harvested from
managed forests. Most of the energy used to produce forest products is derived from GHG-
neutral wood residuals. In the production of pulp and paper products, this often includes the
generation of electrical power from greenhouse gas-neutral co-generation units, one of the most
efficient forms of energy production. This energy, and the forest products themselves, when used
in lieu of alternative building materials that have higher embedded GHG emissions, avoid
millions of tons of GHG emissions annually. Sustainably managed forests provide a source of
renewable biomass that can be used to create a growing range of GHG neutral energy and
transportation fuels through the application of new technologies that are currently under
development and commercialization. Finally, regulatory regimes can be developed to allow
offset credits from responsibly managed forests and harvested wood products to be generated and
traded, providing a flexible, cost-effective way for regulators and industry to achieve net
greenhouse gas reductions.

We recognize the particular importance of this draft protocol, in that it is being developed for
consideration by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) as part of their obligation to carry
out the requirements of CA AB32. It is also a likely model for consideration by the Western
Climate Initiative and its Member states, (Canadian) Provinces, and by U.S. federal legislators
who will be seeking to address the same purposes and concerns identified in this draft document.
For these reasons, we applaud the changes being proposed to move away from the exclusive use
of easements, and the inclusion of carbon stock reserves and insurance instruments as the means
to address the important element of offset permanence and reversal risk. These changes, and the
others we recommend below. will encourage private landowners to engage in the development of
high quality forest carbon offset projects.



